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A Qualitative Assessment on Loan Portfolio Quality of

Microfinance Institutions in India
Dr. Subodh Kumar Nalwaya Baidya Nath Paul
"Associate Professor Research Scholar Commerce
Mewar University, Chittorgarh (Raj.)

Abstract
The loan portfolio is the primary income-generating asset in the balance
sheet of a micro finance institution. Interest income typically constitutes
over 90% of the total income of MFls. Lending, obviously, is uptight with
the intrinsic risk of repayment default. Therefore, maintaining a healthy
loan portfolio with minimum loan default ensures the profitability and
financial health of an MFI. This paper aims at analyzing the loan portfolio
quality of microfinance players operating in India. For this purpose
Portfolio at Risk (PAR) and Write off Ratio are used at the indicator of
loan portfolio quality. Loan portfolio quality of different players in the
sector was analyzed on the basis of PAR>30, PAR>60 and PAR>90. It
was found that the loan portfolio quality of all the players in the
microfinance industry has deteriorated during the period of study. Banks
has the highest PAR>30 value while NBFC-MFIs has highest PAR>60
and PAR>90 values. Write off Ratio of microfinance industry has also
shown a significant increase and stood at 1.61% which is highest ever.

Key-Words : Loan Portfolio, MFls, Portfolio at Risk, Write off Ratio.

1. Introduction :

Microfinance or microcredit is a type of financial service in which loans of small ticket
size are given mainly to poor’s in the rural, semi-urban and urban areas. By providing credit to
the borrowers at the bottom of the economic pyramid, microfinance sector plays an important
role in promoting inclusive growth.

Microfinance corresponds to a credit of low amount destined to people having little or
no income. It fulfills credit needs of people at the bottom of the economic pyramid as most of
them are trapped in poverty, have limited financial resources or do not have enough income to
do business with traditional financial institutions. It also acts as a potential tool for empowering
women especially in rural areas which may lead to more stability and prosperity for families.
Due to its connection at grass-roots level, microfinance not only supports income generating
activities but also impact livelihoods in both rural and urban geographies.

One of the essential and most important characteristics of microfinance loans is that
they are small in size, short term, carry over without collateral, and the loan repayment frequency
is higher than that of traditional commercial loans. These loans are generally taken out for
income-generating activities. They are also provided for consumption, housing and other

purposes.
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Availability of Manpower Facilities in the Health Sector of
Assam

Raji Saikia

Research scholar, Department of Economics, Gauhati University

ABSTRACT

Role of Manpower is the important factor in the health care facilities. Human resources in the health sector
is considered to be the heart of the health system. The availability of human resources positively affects
the quality of public health services and has a direct impact on health outcomes. The paper is based on the
secondary data were qualitative and descriptive method are used. The paper tries to examine the status of
Manpower Facilities in Assam wherein 85.6 % of people live in rural areas. It attempts to analyze the status
of health workers in rural health care facilities after the implementation of NRHM in 2005.

Keywords: Manpower, Health, Assam

Introduction

The Human resources health define as the stock of
all Individuals engaged in the promotion, protection or
improvement of Population Health” (WHO, 2000), are
“the heart of the Health System”. Looking on the health
system of a country the Human resources play a pivotal
role in delivering healthcare services: they determine
“what services will be offered; when, where, and to what
extent they will be utilized; and as a result, what impact
the services will have on the health status of the people™
!, hence the efficient functioning of the health system
depends on having the adequate human resources with
appropriate skill mix and equitable distribution. It is
well recognized that availability of human resources
positively affects the quality and efficiency of public
health services and has a direct and positive effect on
health outcome °.

The knowledge about lack of Manpower facilities
was taken into consideration in 2004 by the Joint Learning
Initiative (JLI)- a network of global health leaders. The
JLI's report on human resources for health highlights

Corresponding Author:

Raju Saikia

Research Scholar, Department of Economics,
Gauhati University

Phone: 8638931461

Email: rajjsaikiad45(@gmail.com

that India has about 11.3 health manpower facilities
(Doctors, Nurses and Midwives) per 10,000 people in
1998, and was regarded as the low health manpower
density countries. The world health Organization Report
2006 estimated that the health manpower in India has
a critical shortage and placed India at 57 countries
(ranked at 52). The India’s Health sector has also been
suffered Misdistribution of the healthy workers. The
health workers are unevenly distributed across the state.
The Economically backward states, such as, Bihar,
Chbhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh. Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, and the Northeastern States have lower
density and less educated Health workers *Having
glimpse on the above context paper tries to examine the
status of Manpower Facilities in Assam wherein 85.6
% of people live in rural areas. It attempts to analyze
the status of health workers in rural health care facilities
after the implementation of NRHM in 2003.

Data Sources and Methodology: This paper is based
on both qualitative and quantitative method were the
data has been taken from secondary sources-

(a) Bulletin on Rural Health Statistics 2011,

(b) National Health Profile 2011 (both published by
the Health and Family Welfare, Government of
India),

(c) Population Census2011 published by Registrar
General, Government of India, and
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means grinding therefore wansuwa means (Pithaguri Khunda) rice grinding festival. | “oemmi
Key Words: Tiwa, Samadi, Pantha. Khram. Ani Asi Sandewane Tin, Wan Tunga Chaya ! Partici
| show y
2. Introduction: finish_
;i’lt::;dl;;iwlz nz:;:,}: :r::::h ti'm:: Ilhl: wnn-J ;IT w_}?ich means ‘water’ anfj "wa' which means sup:leriur-md ::’fgﬁl;l:
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A Study on the Impact of Micro-Finance Practices Through Self Help
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Abstract

The empowerment of women is one of the central issues in the process
of development of countries all over the world. Poverty is one of the
main reasons for the disempowerment of women. Government agencies
and NGOs use different strategies at the micro and macro levels to reduce
women’s poverty in order to empower them. Microfinance has become
an important component of the strategy for development, poverty
reduction and economic recovery in the world. In India, the microfinance
program is implemented through self-help groups (SHGs). The SHG is
an association of people belonging to similar socio-economic
characteristics, who reside in the same locality. SHGs are voluntary
associations of people formed to achieve common goals. These are
groups that have a social identity, heritage, caste or similar traditional
occupations. This study analyzes the role of microfinance in the
empowerment of women members of self-help groups and to better
understand the functioning of self-help groups. The concept of
microfinance is analyzed using the size of the loan received, loan
recovery and loan term, and economic, social and knowledge
empowerment is used to analyze empowerment. Finally, it is concluded
that microfinance has contributed to knowledge and social empowerment
rather than economic empowerment. The impact of microfinance is
significant by providing confidence, courage, skills development and
empowerment.

Key-Words: Mitigation of Poverty, Women Empowerment, Micro-finance, Micro-Finance
: Institutions, Poverty Alleviation, Upliftment of Life Style, Socio-Economic
- Assessment. : '

1. Introduction ‘ i

The socio-economic empowerment of people, especially women, is-an important
characteristic and indicator of transformation. In recent years, the transformation of the lives and
livelihoods of disadvantaged people has assumed greater importance around the world, especially
in developing economies.

Women's empowerment is a phenomenon of the 90s, which means endowing women to
be economically independent, self-sufficient, with a positive self-esteem that enables them to
face any difficult situation and actively participate in the decision-making process. decision.
Women are the main contributors to the socio-economic development of the country. To improve
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L Abstract: The culture of Assim 15 8 t‘l‘fﬂiﬂlftrll ::lm;e of
religions und languages. The Tiwa

1 - Croups .
Yanows cthnie groups | ¢ contributed to

are one of the major ethnic group that h:‘. am. The Tribe
the formation of the larger culture of Assaim.

seattered moinly i Nugaon .Murigulﬂﬂ : kurhl’il::kfh-‘#g..'
Kamrup and Lokhimpur districts of Assam - IJLt ﬂ'“.d
people worshipped various Gods and {Jmlti':ﬂﬁ‘t? , “‘ el
main Deity 15 Fan- Mahadeo The Tiwa people have their
imicpcndc;ll traditions customs |, religious h#':?lsi ?'mi
practices.  Various riluals , praclices , ceremiomes ‘*W_'-T'
been waditonally pertormed i the their society. In theu
society from the bewmning of @ new h""_",m“l ull the
Py encompasses a awmber of Ir:;d:ll_mml_l:cllcf_"s
and practices which has deep rooted implications in their
total way of lifc. And in their traditional barth process they
practives some specific beliefs . rituals scustoms and tra-
ditions and such traditional beliefs and practices are per-
formed before or after the birth of a child and even while
the child is in the womb.These practices are performed
according to some social norms where besides involving
family members respective clan members and community
members plays a nnportant role. And such bclwts‘ and
practices s always joytul in order o ensure that child is
not harmed in any way and that is their philosophy and
such beliefs and practices followed in the birth process is
based on umique religious philosophies followed by this
son of the soil of Assam.
Key words: Tiwa |, Givati |
wit Han Knowar

2. Introduction: The Tiwa Tribe is one of the major indig-
enous group of Assam who is said to be the son of the soil
not only Assam but also North East India. These tribal
people dwells hill, foot hill and plain areas of Assam and
Meghalaya also. The plain Tiwa inhabit particularly in the
districts of Nagaon , Morigaon , some places of
kamrup ,\Dhemaji and the hill Tiwa inhabit in the greater
karbi anglong district of Assam. The word *Tiwa’ wh
comes from the word ‘Ti' which means ‘wate
‘wa’ means superior and different scholars me
Tibbet was their original abode and they ha |
to the plains arcas following the co e of the
maputra who identified thn:msal'arWM'_
also known as Lalung | they pefer to call the
Tiwa and their seltling to the plain/greas
mystery. Some  Scholars meg
offshoots of the Mongolian race T

of Sino-Tibetan specch family who had thei mmm
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Editor speaks..................

India is a multicultural anq multjj;
country. At the same time the creaiye lfel
here is very diverse. The oral and
traditions especially in poetry and (r,
their own special influences eye
contemporary writings.

The literary world was saddeneg on 11y
June, 2019 with the heartrending demjse of G 0
Karnad. Though he is chiefly brandeq ;mh
dramatist in the world of Indian writing:.
English, he is equally acknowledged ag an aéum
director in South Indian cinema and in Bolly“,(x;g
as well. His plays are marked with the tinges of
history and mythology though those zre ve
modern to the core. His works are marke Wiru};
local cultures in global sphere and his trang] g,
of his Kannad dramas to English has takep him1g
a greater height with his wide recognitiop in the
literary arena. The translation of his dramgs to
different Indian languages and direction by the
veteran directors like Ebrahim Alkazi, B, y
Karanth, Alyque Padamsee, Prasanna, Aryind
Gaur, Satyadev Dubey, Vijaya Mehta,
Shyamanand Jalan, Amal Allana and Zafer
Mohiuddin measures his success as a dramatisi.
His active role as a director, actor and screenwriter
also has brought this multidimensional personality
laurels with different awards and recognitions
which include Sangeet Natak Akademi Award
and Vathur Navya Award (1972), Padma Shri
(1974), Padma Bhushan (1992), Kannada Sahitya
Parishad Award (1992), Sahitya Academy Award
(1994), Jnanapith Award (1998), Kalidas Samman
(1998) and Rajyotsava Award, besides many
Filmfare awards in the category of South Indian
films as well as in Bollywood along with several
Karnataka state film awards.

Gubbi Veeranna Award for his services
to theatre (as a playwright) and Honorary
Doctorate from University of Southern
California, Los Angeles - 2011 and
Dr. TM.A. Pai Konkani Distinguished
Achievement Award for Performing Arts of 1990
have brought him recognition worldwide. His
services in the leading cultural organisations of
the country in the capacity of many prestigious
posts depict his love for the national culture and
the best that the country can give him.

The Rock Pebbles family conc!oles the
sad demise of such a great personality- an
expects rise of such talents to take the rich
regional literature and culture of the country (0
the national and international spheres.

- Editor
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Spatial Analysis of the Select Fiction of Joseph Conrad

The spatial analysis of Conrad’s
fiction is definitely going to open up a new
area of studies in the field of critical studies
in literature at the present juncture,
particularly in the field of Conrad Studies.
As a postcolonial reader, it has been
pertinent to discuss the literary stalwarts of
the past from newer perspectives with a view
to bringing out certain unexpected and
unexplored facts regarding their creative
treasure for lending further momentum to
the active and vibrant academic world of the
present times when there has been the
explosion of knowledge all around.
Interestingly the period of Conrad happened
to face certain crucial spatial problems as
the world turned out to be a disenchanted
one throwing the author himself in
ambivalence as to how to respond and react
to the tendency of rationalising the over-
exploration of the earth and the act of
materialising space. In his 1918 Speech
titled * Science as a Vocation”, Max Weber
points out that the fate of the time is
characterised by rationalization and
intellectualization and also by the
disenchantment of the world . Being a close
observer of the whole process of
colonialism, being a victim first and then a
participant in its execution over the years
as a Master Mariner of British Merchant
Marine, Conrad has worked to develop the

Anuradha Chaudhuri

concept of space through his fiction under
consideration, Lord Jim and Nigger of the
Narcissus to redirect the readers from a
sense of remoteness, strangeness and
enchantment to that of immediate
surroundings, familiarity and actuality as
such. As Weber argues that with the fast
progress in science and technology
throughout the centuries, people found new,
rational explanations for the inexplicable
past demolishing the concept of the
existence of incalculable, mysterious forces
as rationality and science had disenchanted
the world by technical means and
calculation. But a spatial analysis of
Conrad’s fiction shows an effort on the part
of the author at the re-mystification of space
as well as incomprehensibility and obscurity,
a kind of ambivalence seems to be pervading
his fictional domain facilitating the
emergence of third space, a space for
negotiation and adjustment and all these
have become possible because of Conrad’s
utmost belief in humanity and human
relationships despite all the disintegrating
and contrary forces present in the human
world. By the time Conrad started
documenting his variegated experiences,
gathered from his eventful travels across the
globe in the form of fiction, both the notions
of the expansion and constriction of globe
captured the attention of the enlightened

Rock Pebbles : ISSN 0975 - 0509

June 2019 / P. 13
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Health Issue as One of the Barrier to Women Weavers

Riijii Saikia

Research Scholar, Gauhati University

Abstract

Health is an important factor for the up gradation of the society as a whole. A person with a good health can
contribute more to the working than a person with bad health. Weaving is one of the activity which require
the use of whole body and the mental and the physical strength. Weavers are a person whose job is to weaves
cloth. Weaving involves using a loom to interlace two sets of threads at right angles to each other. Weaving
1s a method of textile production in which two distinct sets of Yamns or thread are interlaced at nght angles to
form a Fabric or cloth. Other method are knitting, crocheting, felting, and braiding. The longitudinal threads
are called thewarp and the lateral threads are the Weft or filling. The method in which these threads are
inter-woven affects the characteristics of the cloth Weaving can be summarized as a repetition of these three
actions, shedding, Picking. Beating Up or battening which are primary motion of the loom. let of motion and
take up motion is a secondary motion of the loom and lastly warp and weft is the tertiary motion of loom.
The health issue can be one of the barriers to women weavers. The paper is based on pnmary data were it
tries to focus on the health condition of the people and their impact on weaving. The primary data has been
collected on the basis of simple random samplingfrom the district of Lakhimpur in Assam.

Keywords: Health, weavers, shedding, picking, Motion.

Introduction

Health is an important issue for nations, who are
engaged in cconomic development. All development
activities, whether economic as well as social depend
upon the sound mind, health and environment. The
economic pressure in the country is the most striking
factor that leads to the development of women weaver'.
Women weavers are endowed with in valuable talent
of weaving masterpieces on textiles. Women in rural
areas basically take up entreprencurship to improve their
standard of living’. Weavers are a person whose job
is to weaves cloth. Weaving involves using a loom to
mterlace two sets of threads at right angles to each other.
One of the encouraging steps is the development of
women handloom weavers and the artisans. Weaving is
a method of textile production in which two distinct sets
of Yarns or thread are interlaced at night angles to form
a Fabric or cloth. Other method are knitting, crocheting,
felting, and braiding. The longitudinal threads are called
the warp and the lateral threads are the Weft or filling.
The method in which these threads are inter-woven
affects the characteristics of the cloth Weaving can
be summarized as a repetition of these three actions,
shedding, Picking., Beating Up or battening which are
primary motion of the loom, let of motion and take up

motion is a secondary motion of the loom and lastly
warp and weft is the tertiary motion of loom®. The
women in Assam have also been gifted with artistry
of weaving intricate and mesmerizing design on their
looms. As during Mahatma Gandhi Visit in Assam he
remarks that, “the women in Assam can weave dreams
on their looms™ . The preamble of the charter of world
health organization defines health as “a state of complete
physical, mental and social well-being and not merely
the absence of disease or infirmity™ 4.

With the existence of creativity skill.the women in
Assam spends their available time to build the beautiful
garments basically for their family and sometime for
the business purpose too which help in the creation of a
position for herself in the textile market with her artistic
skills®. Since there is very less research regarding the
health condition and artistic skill of the women weavers,
the present study tries to focus on the condition of
weavers and their health condition in Assam. The paper
tries to look on the women in villages of Assam who
have desire to weave cloth as their spare time activity
and as a income source and to focus on their hindrances

Objective: Women weavers are blessed with the
skill of weaving masterpieces on textiles, this papers
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Abstract: ‘Death’ is an eternal truth. But it is seen that people believe the
fact that death is not the end of life, there is another world beyond death. This
idea prevalent in the society is reflected in old rituals. From time to time this
immemorial people have created a variety of beliefs and traditional customs
based on such ideas, However, its nature methods vary from society to society.
They are also more active and influential in the religious life of the people. It
can be seen that such death centered folk-beliefs and customs have in many
cases played an important role in determining the cultural life of a single ethnic
group. On the other hand it is sometime observed that the concepts, beliefs and
ideas centered on human death often become more complex and mysterious
than death. In fact, death is certainly a big question even if people accept this
fact easily; it is against the backdrop of many such questions that death is the
last limit for life in every part of the world. Folk beliefs and customs is an old
radition of the concepi in the social life and such beliefs and customs are
prevalent in society. From time immemorial, people like other ethnic group in
India, carrying the same beliefs and tradition of the ancient inhabitants of the
Northeast. Assam which is known as the land of ethnic groups with more than
twenty six ethnic groups and Tiwa/Lalung is a major group out of those. This
ethnic people have their independent thought, belief, custom, iradition relating
to birth, death, culture, language, religion efc.
Key words: Tiwa, Mangkhor, Hatham, Faa-Mahadeo.

1. Introduction:
The Assam is the heart of North East India which has.div




terature & Culture

Li

@D
=]
(3~
-
{ =)
| —
(4~}
-
imm
o
(3~}
=
R
-
(— B
-
by —

iewe

Rev

June 2018
A Peer -




ROCK PEPBLES

A Peer - Reviewed Journal of Language, Literature and Culture
(UGC Approved Journal)
June 2018 Vol. XXII No. II

Chief-Editor
Rtn. Udaya Majhi, D. Litt

Chief sub-Editors

Dr. R. Sheela Banu, Dr. Namita Laxmi Jagaddeb
Sri Gobinda Sahoo. Dr. Chitta R. Bhoi, Dr. Pradeep K. Debata

Board of Editors
Dr. Kusha Chandra Pradhan, Dr. Bina Singh, Dr. Lipi Puspa Nayak,
Dr. J. Jayakumar, Mr. Lingaraj Patra, Mr. Sapan Jena, Dr. R.P. Lokhande,
Dr. Ram Sharma, Dr. Bikram Mahapatra, Dr. Rajendra Padhi, Dr. Mrutyunjay Rath

Managing Editors
Mrs. Namita Sutar, Miss. Aruna Majhi

Design & Layout
Sri Hemanta Kr. Patra. Jajpur Town & Print-Tech Offset Press, Bhubaneswar

Cover Artist

Atul Bal, Sr. Lecturer in Economics,
SSJ Mahavidyalaya, Rajnagar, Kendrapara, Odisha.

Correspondence Address

H.O : NARANPUR, Post: KODANDAPUR, Via: DEVIDWAR
Dist.: JAJPUR, ODISHA, INDIA, PIN Code-755007
Delhi Office : H-97, Gyan Mandir Road, Jaitpur Extn., Badarpur, New Delhi - 110044
e-mail : rockpebbles 2007@rediffmail.com / rockpebbles2010@gmail.com

_ website : www.rockpebblesindia.in
Tel - 06728-223005 Cell - 9437009135/9861012630/7978238911 /9040249490

- L

0
l Dmﬂ‘dﬁj\}m



N

about the Journal

ROCK PEBBLES

R.N.I. No: 48173/89

ISSN: 0975-0509

is published monthly.

Editorial office at - Naranpur,

Post: Kodandapur, Via: Devidwar

Dist - JAJPUR, Odisha, India - 755007
e-mail: rockpebbles2007@rediffmail.com
rockpebbles2010@gmail. com

website : www.rockpebblesindia.com

Subscription Rates

=Ll

' Annual Life (12 Years)
Individual - ¥ 500/- US$ 24 | T 5000/- S$ 240
Institution- ¥ 700/- US$ 35 | ¥ 7000/- 85 350

Inland subscribers should remit
subscription fees by Alc payee Bank-Draft in
favour of ROCK PEBBLES payable at State
Bank of India, JAJPUR TOWN branch, SBIN
0000094 or Canara Bank, Rambagh branch,
CNRB 0001676 or Indian Bank, Ankula branch,
101BO00AOBO or Bank of India, JAJPUR Town
branch, BKID0005120 or Indlan Overseas Bank,
JAJPUR  Town branch, I0BA0002629.
Subscription fees may be credited to the S/B
account of Udayanath Majhi, Alc No:
011308046332 of State Bank of India, JAJPUR
TOWN branch, Odisha. Foreign subscribers are
requested to remit their subscription fees by
International Money order or Alc payee cheque
in favour of Rock Pebbles. Literary Criticism is
a regualr feature of this journal. Poems and
short stories are also accepted for publication
Translated poems are given preference. Critics
are advised to follow the latest MLA guidelines.
On principle, no writer is published
consecutively. All contributors are advised 1o
keep a copy of their article(s) with them. They
should not send the same article to any other
Journal within a year. Xerox copies are not
accepted. A Literary Journal has no funds to
spend. Hence, all contributors are requested
to subscribe the Journal for its survival. All
rights, including translation from other
languages, are reserved by the publisher.
Nothing in this publication may be reproduced
without permission of the publisher. The pages
in Rock Pebbles are forums for the authors, who
write without editorial interference. The Editors
are grateful for the opportunity to consider
unsolicited manuscripts. g

a
.—“-

Editorial....cccevnee

|deas govern the world,
They belong to men of sense & sensibility,
People of these variety are very few. They
are the philosophers, ideologists, physicists
& the poets. All of them, particularly the
poets, are chiefly concerned with the human
predicaments. Human beings, as the social
anthropologists define, are the most helpless
creatures on the earth. Earth being an
isthmus, the human beings are destined to
be blessed with the virtues of heaven & the
vices of hell.

As such, the human actions are
deemed to be influenced by these dual traits;
there is neither escape nor excepltions. One
who is born to this earth inherits this duality
of human character that makes his social

life eventful,

These events that happen around
us is the human society as reflected in the
pages of poelry, drama, novels, essays &
letters. It is, therefore, rightly said that
‘Literature is the mirror of society’ that deals
with human predicaments, full of events &
incidents.

In the works of major crealors, thoy
are presented in a camouflage as if it doesn't
have any personal / individual touch; it runs
underneath like an under-current. And these
major writers, poets and essayists are widely
read & praised by the readers,

‘ROCK PEBBLES has been wisely
& widely propagated to present these
immortal creations of regional & universs/
temper so as to make and reflect this
universe as a global village as does a smart
phone now-a-days.

Fditor
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Exploring Spatial Dimensions in Conrad:
A Critical Analysis of His Fiction

Search for space is a continuous
process in Conradian fiction. As Joseph
Conrad’s early life was not a happy one, an
irrational and hostile universe is portrayed
in his fiction written against colonial
backdrop where he has been very much pre-
occupied with such themes as exile,
loneliness, alienation, and issues pertaining
to man’s existence in the world. Writing in
an alien language was another fact that
accentuated his sense of frustration and
solitude. The necessity of struggle in human
life is something which is very much
important in Conrad canon particularly from
the spatial point of view.

) Conrad’s constant concern with the

problem of space, himself being a British
émigré, gets reflected in his fictions pre-
occupied with the problems of moral failure,
desertion, betrayal, utter helplessness etc.
which actually sprang from his own sense
of having betrayed his motherland. The real
space lived through in Poland has turned out
to be an imagined one whereas an imagined
space supposed to have been appropriated
has finally become a real one with his
decision of taking British citizenship.

If Conrad’s imagination was fed
with Renaissance ideology of the vastness
and beauty of this world, he was also aware
of the reality of the shrinking of the same

Anuradha Chaudhuri

world into a tightly-networked place,
known, familiar and within human reach.
The explosion of global space is followed
by its diminution. His fiction records such
changes in spatial realities.

The colonized space with its wealth,
landscape and its people are laid bare to the
colonial masters. The author very often
shows his threatened whiteman failing to
make meaning out of the abundant chaos of
the ‘other land/bodyscape’. For Conrad,
East and West meet together at a certain
space under specific situations which again
gives rise to multiple other sets of
relationships. During the whole period of
imperialism, followed by colonialism and
neo-colonialism as well, there was not only
the process of creation of another living
space, hence ‘settlement’ but also a more
deliberate, mercenary expansion of
European power into non-European spaces.
In many of Conrad’s novels, even in the
novels under study-An Quitcast of the
Islands and The Nigger of the Narcissus,
it is found that the native inheritance
overpowers the white supremacy. The
colonizers while trying to possess the
colonial space, a lived space, loose at least
temporarily the inherited space in their own
nation, more secured and familiar and get
disappointed at the loss of their imagined
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Editor speaks..................

India is a multicultural anq multjj;
country. At the same time the creaiye lfel
here is very diverse. The oral and
traditions especially in poetry and (r,
their own special influences eye
contemporary writings.

The literary world was saddeneg on 11y
June, 2019 with the heartrending demjse of G 0
Karnad. Though he is chiefly brandeq ;mh
dramatist in the world of Indian writing:.
English, he is equally acknowledged ag an aéum
director in South Indian cinema and in Bolly“,(x;g
as well. His plays are marked with the tinges of
history and mythology though those zre ve
modern to the core. His works are marke Wiru};
local cultures in global sphere and his trang] g,
of his Kannad dramas to English has takep him1g
a greater height with his wide recognitiop in the
literary arena. The translation of his dramgs to
different Indian languages and direction by the
veteran directors like Ebrahim Alkazi, B, y
Karanth, Alyque Padamsee, Prasanna, Aryind
Gaur, Satyadev Dubey, Vijaya Mehta,
Shyamanand Jalan, Amal Allana and Zafer
Mohiuddin measures his success as a dramatisi.
His active role as a director, actor and screenwriter
also has brought this multidimensional personality
laurels with different awards and recognitions
which include Sangeet Natak Akademi Award
and Vathur Navya Award (1972), Padma Shri
(1974), Padma Bhushan (1992), Kannada Sahitya
Parishad Award (1992), Sahitya Academy Award
(1994), Jnanapith Award (1998), Kalidas Samman
(1998) and Rajyotsava Award, besides many
Filmfare awards in the category of South Indian
films as well as in Bollywood along with several
Karnataka state film awards.

Gubbi Veeranna Award for his services
to theatre (as a playwright) and Honorary
Doctorate from University of Southern
California, Los Angeles - 2011 and
Dr. TM.A. Pai Konkani Distinguished
Achievement Award for Performing Arts of 1990
have brought him recognition worldwide. His
services in the leading cultural organisations of
the country in the capacity of many prestigious
posts depict his love for the national culture and
the best that the country can give him.

The Rock Pebbles family conc!oles the
sad demise of such a great personality- an
expects rise of such talents to take the rich
regional literature and culture of the country (0
the national and international spheres.

- Editor
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Spatial Analysis of the Select Fiction of Joseph Conrad

The spatial analysis of Conrad’s
fiction is definitely going to open up a new
area of studies in the field of critical studies
in literature at the present juncture,
particularly in the field of Conrad Studies.
As a postcolonial reader, it has been
pertinent to discuss the literary stalwarts of
the past from newer perspectives with a view
to bringing out certain unexpected and
unexplored facts regarding their creative
treasure for lending further momentum to
the active and vibrant academic world of the
present times when there has been the
explosion of knowledge all around.
Interestingly the period of Conrad happened
to face certain crucial spatial problems as
the world turned out to be a disenchanted
one throwing the author himself in
ambivalence as to how to respond and react
to the tendency of rationalising the over-
exploration of the earth and the act of
materialising space. In his 1918 Speech
titled * Science as a Vocation”, Max Weber
points out that the fate of the time is
characterised by rationalization and
intellectualization and also by the
disenchantment of the world . Being a close
observer of the whole process of
colonialism, being a victim first and then a
participant in its execution over the years
as a Master Mariner of British Merchant
Marine, Conrad has worked to develop the

Anuradha Chaudhuri

concept of space through his fiction under
consideration, Lord Jim and Nigger of the
Narcissus to redirect the readers from a
sense of remoteness, strangeness and
enchantment to that of immediate
surroundings, familiarity and actuality as
such. As Weber argues that with the fast
progress in science and technology
throughout the centuries, people found new,
rational explanations for the inexplicable
past demolishing the concept of the
existence of incalculable, mysterious forces
as rationality and science had disenchanted
the world by technical means and
calculation. But a spatial analysis of
Conrad’s fiction shows an effort on the part
of the author at the re-mystification of space
as well as incomprehensibility and obscurity,
a kind of ambivalence seems to be pervading
his fictional domain facilitating the
emergence of third space, a space for
negotiation and adjustment and all these
have become possible because of Conrad’s
utmost belief in humanity and human
relationships despite all the disintegrating
and contrary forces present in the human
world. By the time Conrad started
documenting his variegated experiences,
gathered from his eventful travels across the
globe in the form of fiction, both the notions
of the expansion and constriction of globe
captured the attention of the enlightened
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