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The he Naraka Myth and the Kirätas: A Study of the Confrontations between Brahmanical and non-Brahmanical Elements in 
Early Kamarüpa (Assam) 

Silpisikha Baruah 
Ph D Rese rch Scholar 

CHS SN 

esr pae aeps to koe a te drontatiors ta Knarica riers had ried to tace her ancessy rom ska teen te Brahimaricai and on-Bratmarical elemerts rts notewrty ta by he 10-11 Century E Kamapa Assamj by aalyrg he Naaa myh and e 
asis notewortny sia 0umg et period unger review, ie tom 
ete 12 etures CE e nsriptons prove tht Praahsa eso anses is h wy al the nulers of the tree dynastes 
camae presentaay ASsam; w2 rued by he Vamans 
kecanthas, and he Pl2s ard a by his fime Bratmanica 
gon le to srerghen es hOid under the auspices he 
eial Queston here ne very naure di he Naraka myh and 
ae yts so mportart or each dynasty of eaty Yamaripa to 
aoe tsineage from one ancestor. ie., Naraka. s his he ndicaion 
de emergece d te conoept od monarchy in eaty K�maripa? 

Ealed story of Niaraka fom te text Kka Purana Bu he 

Kamariça ie. vamana Sälastamtha and Pala ere 
Tacing their ineage from Naraka 

2. Who is Naraka? 
The dharacter Naraka was not a product of he 10-11 
CeTturyCE. Though it has been exdensavely deal wh in the 

10-11t century C.E. text KakaPuaäna. Tre Nazka myh of 
he KakaPur�na has two broader elements cne s he idea 

uler Naraka and on the other hand he batarousKrias.in te 
KaikaPurana he story of Naraka appears as blows 

Mreoer, whle looking at he Kirtas. 1 shall also refiect on the 
sess d oonstucting an oher. k is interesing to note that while 
Narske appears as the dea king. the Kälk� Puranapontays he 
Krs a theunciksed ones. However, my queston here is. to what 
ets ue to cali hem uncivilised or barbarians? 

1. tr oduction 
selyengenences changes through various confrontations 
2d many imes cuminate in the process of assimilation. The 
et o Brahmanical rekigion into the northeastem part of 
dconent is not sometning very new. The eariest 

Tahica eidence hat comes from ealy Kamaripa is the 
aRoc Inscipion of Surendravaman of the 55 centur 
E his inscription, we do not find many references to he 
ONOmic or poliical scenario,however, the Umacha 
ihon records the presence of Bhagavata cut in early 
pa Wamaripa broadly refers to the state of present 
6n hich comprises of the Brahmaputa valley and the 
vley aong with the KartiAnglong and the DimaHasao 
.Howeve, the historical geography of Kamaripa dd 
esemble the present day boundary demarcatons o 

There was a mighty king, named Janaka in e kingdom 
of Videha. By pefoming sacriice. he got two sons, and a 
chasie daugnter arose from the eah in that pace of saciice 
As the daughter was bom Pithví disappeared ard adressed 
Narada Gautama and he king hat she wil gie birh to a son 
at he sacihcial ground of Janaka ate he eiminaion of he 
mighty wamior Ravana. As fme passes he demon R�vana 
was kiled by Vi_nu n his human incamabon, and us 
Goddess Prhví proceeded to he sacricial ground of king 
Janaka and gave birth to a son. In Janaka'splace he son is 
be reared up unti the age of sorteen. Whle Vi_nu was in s 
boar incamañon at that tme, the goddess Ptvi conceived 
this son of Vi_nu. t was due to the union of Visnu and Prtv 
when Prthv was in an inmpure state, the son that bom acquired 
devilish character. The ord has once tod the goddess hat this 
son of her will be of great srength and will be free from al 
disasters, and reign over a kingdom for a kong tme untl he 
retains his human nature (manusyabhava) and he kingdom 
reserved for him is called Prågiyodsa At sixteen he shal 
acquire the kingdom. The sage Gautama named him as 
Naraka because he was found lying puting his head on the 

skull of a dead man. The king ried to put in him al the good 

a,We cansay hat some areas that are not part of the 

might have been a part of the state earlier andvic 

important to note that in the inscriptions of early
amaripa wet ind mention of genealogical lists in which the qualities and did his best for the development of the wamior 
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